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Synopsis

Girls, get back! Ezra shouted.His face was pale, but his eyes kindled with indignation as he stood in
front of the girls protectively. Ezra dropped the pitchers in the sand and his hand flashed to a
dagger, concealed under his tunic. Jarah s eyes grew wide. He could be killed for carrying a
dagger!Jarah was a slave in Egypt. It was a dangerous place to be.Her work was exhausting and
her family was torn between the gods of the Egyptians and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
And her brother... would his Ada be given in marriage to an Egyptian in the palace? Would they ever
be free?Adventure, excitement, love, and faith come together when Jarah and her family find
themselves at the culmination of four hundred years of history.Have you ever wondered what life
was like in ancient Egypt? As an Israelite? And a slave? Want your children to understand the Bible
is history?| seriously have no words that can properly explain everything awesome about this book.
- Dawn Winters from Guiding Light HomeschoolAfter reading the first chapter with the children, |
snuck off to read more. | stayed up late to finish it. That s how drawn into Jarah s world | was. -
Linda B at Homeschooling 60ne of the things | enjoyed most about this book as a parent was that
Hope did an excellent job of focusing on her story, while staying true to the Biblical account of the
plagues in Egypt. She allowed the Bible to speak for itself with the details she presented, neither
adding nor subtracting from it. - Michele P from Family, Faith, and FridaysFast paced, Biblically and
historically accurate, great fun! - Hal & Melanie Young, authors of Raising Real Men and Publishers,
Great Waters PressA required read aloud for the Tapestry of Grace curriculum, one of eight
recommended books for Cornerstone Curriculum’s The Grand Story ancient history curriculum by
David and Shirley Quine"Hope Auera ™s book, A Cry From Egypt, succeeds on multiple levels.
There are shining examples of young people wrestling with doubts and trying to understand what
God is doing. There are delightful examples of healthy families, under difficult circumstances, doing
what families do & “ caring for each other, teasing each other, loving each other. There is romance
a “young people thinking about marriage and seeking wise counsel a “ facing the eternal struggles
of the course of true love. As a historian, | particularly admired her portrayal of ancient Egypt in the
time of Moses. We pass too lightly through the list of the ten plagues. We know how the story ends.
For those who lived it, it must have been terrifying. They had no idea what would come next, or how
the story would end. Miss Auer has done an admirable job of showing us the impact that the
dramatic events of the Exodus must have had on ordinary families in Egypt. A Cry From Egypt is a
great read for young adults from upper middle to high school (and adults could profit by reading it

tool!)a « & “ Rob Shearer Publisher, Greenleaf Press
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Customer Reviews

We read this historical fiction book as part of our Tapestry of Grace homeschool curriculum, while
we studied Moses and Ancient Egypt. My 6-1/2 year old son (1st grade) and 5 year old daughter
(kindergarten) both LOVED the book, as did I. (I will add that my children have been listening to
chapter book read alouds since my oldest was about three, so they have developed quite the
attention span and appetite for such books. Not all 5 and 6 year olds will be ready for a book this
meaty, but it is quite appropriate even for teens and adults!)A Cry From Egypt really made the time
period we were studying come to life, and illustrated what life in Ancient Egypt was like for the
Hebrews and the Egyptians. The book follows the life of a young Israelite girl, Jarah, and her family
and friends, and as such, it makes it easy for children to relate to the story since the characters are
similar in age to themselves. The main theme of the book is how the Israelites, who are slaves to
the Egyptians, cry out to their God, Yahweh, and how he hears their cries.My kids requested, "More
Jarah!" often, so we typically read 1-3 chapters per day, followed by some discussion of what we

had read. The plagues of Egypt are a big part of the story -- | read part of the Passover chapter



through tears -- but | felt it was a powerful teaching tool, and one that led to lots of positive family
discussions, both about history and our own beliefs today.Another point to note is that the main
character, Jarah, starts off with a lot of doubt about her own beliefs, but as the story progresses, you
get to hear her thoughts and prayers, and witness her growing faith. Quite powerful in and of

itself.We give it 5 stars!

Age Appropriate For: All AgesBest for Ages: 8 - 151 have heard so much good about this book. Yes,
it was meant for younger readers, and | knew that going in. However, | find books meant for younger
readers often to be a way to unwind in the evening. They are less challenging (most of the time) to
my brain and often very good.Biblical fiction can be difficult. After all, it is a balance not to have so
much fiction that you forget what the Bible says, nor so much Bible you might as well have just read
that instead of the fiction book. Auer nailed the balance in this book. She stuck to the biblical
account while adding a personal feeling to the story.Historically, she also did a great job as far as |
could tell. I am not an expert, but from everything | have studied about Egypt and the Israelites, the
history was spot on. The little details of daily life made the story feel alive and will help readers get a
clear picture.There were a couple of things that diminished my enjoyment of the book. First, the
large cast of characters with many with similar names was a challenge even for me. | can see this
being even harder for young children. Secondly, it was obviously written for much younger readers.|
think that my favorite part was the family dynamics. Each member of the family was very different
and had their own struggles. Much of the book was spent dealing with family issues in a godly way.|
highly recommend this book for younger readers who enjoy biblical fiction, good stories, and solid

faith messages.

My kids love this book and beg me to read every night so they can find out what happens next.

Even my teen looks forward to hearing it.

We are not even finished with this book, but we LOVE it!!! So captivating and puts you right there in
Ancient Egypt. We are reading this as a part of our homeschool curriculum, and the kids beg me to
read to them every day. This is a very well-written book by a clearly talented author. We are now on

the hunt for more of her books. :)

This book was fantastic. It was really good for me on my journey with God. | loved it and | think

every one should read it. | think that Jarah’s adventure with Yahweh was absolutely amazing. |



could relate to it because sometimes we have doubts but in the end it always relates back to Jesus.

It was awesome and | hope | can continue to read the rest of this wonderful series.

It's a very good book. It gives you a good view on what life would of been as a Hebrew in Egypt
during the enslavement of the Hebrews. The author does a great job bringing you into the story and
feeling the feelings thr people had. The book is historical and | am homeschooled and it was a
requirement for my reading and history and | really enjoyed the book and like the author and that

she was homeschooled too!

My daughter and | have been reading this book together. We both look forward to sitting down and
pouring through the chapters together.This book is extremely well written. It not only holds her
attention, but mine as we’l.L We are both looking forward to the next book in the series. If it is as
good as this one, and I'm sure it will be, we will own the whole series.Hope is an excellent writer - |

look forward to reading more of her work.

May be very good but was too scary for my almost 6 yr old son. We do expose him to stories with
truth about good and evil but this was just very upsetting and intense for his tender heart. Good for

older children. | thought it would be good for our studies on ancient Egypt.
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